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Final Trials before SIMBAD RC First Deliveries 

 

MBDA has successfully completed two Mistral firings using a SIMBAD-RC firing post. These trials 

represent the last technical milestone before delivery to its first customer. They served to validate 

the interface between the missile and the new twin-launcher , confirming the correct departure of 

the missile from the firing post, as well as the system's ability to carry out salvo firings.  

The first test was performed using an angle of 10° elevation, the second with an angle of 50°. Tests in 

different mechanical and climatic environments will complete the qualification of the  system. 

The SIMBAD-RC is a remotely-controlled, very short range naval air defence system that provides 

highly efficient capabilities against a wide range of threats, from fighter aircraft through to anti-ship 

missiles or small-sized threats such as Unmanned Air Vehicles. SIMBAD-RC gives an easy to set up, 

self-defence capability to patrol vessels and support craft, or complements the air defence 

capabilities of other ship types. Each turret supports two ready-to-fire missiles. The turrets are 

remotely-operated and so allow the operator to remain under cover, thereby ensuring longer 

operational availability in case of a combat alert. 

Antoine Bouvier, CEO of MBDA, said: "The SIMBAD-RC programme illustrates how MBDA helps 
customers leverage their previous acquisitions. Starting from a market standard such as the Mistral 
missile, of which more than 17,000 have been produced and are in service in nearly 30 countries 
worldwide, we have built a simple to operate and highly automated system that greatly improves  
the operational use of the missiles already in service. " 

 

Notes to editors: 

With a significant presence in five European countries and within the USA, in 2015 MBDA achieved a turnover 

of 2.9 billion euros with an order book of 15.1 billion euros. With more than 90 armed forces customers in the 

world, MBDA is a world leader in missiles and missile systems.  

MBDA is the only group capable of designing and producing missiles and missile systems that correspond to the 

full range of current and future operational needs of the three armed forces (land, sea and air). In total, the 

group offers a range of 45 missile systems and countermeasures products already in operational service and 

more than 15 others currently in development. MBDA is jointly held by AIRBUS Group (37.5%), BAE SYSTEMS 

(37.5%), and FINMECCANICA (25%). 
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