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MBDA: Successful first launch for Marte ER missile 

 

MBDA’s Marte ER anti-ship missile has completed its first firing, successfully passing a major phase in 
its development.  

The firing trial was carried out on 9 November in an Italian test range. The Marte ER missile flew for 

more than 100 km on a planned trajectory that included several waypoints and sea skimming flight, 

successfully testing all flying phases.  

Pasquale Di Bartolomeo, Executive Group Director Sales & Business Development and Managing 

Director MBDA Italia, commented: “This test is a further confirmation of the robustness of the ER 

version of the Marte family of multi-platform anti-ship missiles that can be launched by ships, 

helicopters, coastal batteries and fast jets. The Marte family has a strong and successful history both 

at domestic and international levels: most recently with Marte ER being ordered earlier in 2018 by 

the Qatar Emiri Air Force (QEAF) for their new NH90 helicopters. Marte is a single product family that 

can cover several missions, offering our customers a high level of operational flexibility in the area of 

maritime superiority, a domain where MBDA in Italy has been able throughout its long history not 

only to maintain but also to grow as well as further develop competencies and know-how”. 

The Marte ER programme is progressing at full speed in order to meet customers’ requirements. 

Having completed the 18 months System Definition Phase, the full integration of  Marte ER on the 

Eurofighter Typhoon platform is proceeding at pace in order to implement an anti-ship capability 

onto the fighter. 
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Notes to Editors 

 

MBDA is the only European group capable of designing and producing missiles and missile systems 

that correspond to the full range of current and future operational needs of the three armed forces 

(land, sea and air). 

With a significant presence in five European countries and within the USA, in 2017 MBDA achieved 

revenue of 3.1 billion euros with an order book of 16.8 billion euros. With more than 90 armed forces 

customers in the world, MBDA is a world leader in missiles and missile systems. In total, the group 

offers a range of 45 missile systems and countermeasures products already in operational service 

and more than 15 others currently in development. 

MBDA is jointly owned by Airbus (37.5%), BAE Systems (37.5%), and Leonardo (25%). 
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