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MBDA SIGNS ACCORD TO BUY GERMAN MISSILE MOTOR COMPANY

European missile systems group MBDA has signed an agreement with EADS and Thales
to purchase German rocket motor company Bayern-Chemie / Protac. The agreement is
subject to the approval by the European Commission and various regulatory approvals.
Bayern-Chemie / Protac is a group jointly owned by EADS Deutschland GmbH (50%) and
Thales S.A. (50%). MBDA, represented by MBDA Deutschland / LFK-Lenkflugkörpersysteme
GmbH (LFK), intends to acquire the shares from EADS and Thales. After the clearance by the
authorities, Bayern-Chemie / Protac will be a subsidiary of LFK (100%).
Bayern-Chemie / Protac has an annual turnover of around €53m and employs 178 personnel in
Bayern-Chemie, Germany (Aschau am Inn) and 89 employees are based in Protac, France (La
Ferté Saint Aubin). The company is the design authority for a range of missile propulsion
systems including the Meteor ramjet which provides the new six-nation Meteor Beyond Visual
Range Air-to-Air Missile System with the capability to exceed speeds in excess of Mach 3
thereby giving pilots the advantage in any in air combat scenario. MBDA is Bayern-Chemie /
Protac’s main customer.
MBDA's Group Strategy & Planning Director, Giuseppe Snider, said: "The purchase of BayernChemie / Protac is another decisive step in consolidating the European missile systems industry
under the leadership of MBDA. In a strongly competitive market, Bayern-Chemie / Protac will
reap the benefits of being part of MBDA, a world-wide leading missile systems company.”
Werner Kaltenegger, Managing Director of MBDA Deutschland, commented: “The agreement
between MBDA, EADS and Thales creates the framework to keep the industrial basis for highly
advanced missile propulsion technology in Germany and to fulfil the needs of our German
customer in the future. But this agreement also paves the way for a successful continuation of
the Meteor programme using Bayern-Chemie’s unique ramjet know-how.”
Notes to editors
With an annual turnover exceeding €3 billion, a forward order book of over €13 billion and over
70 customers worldwide, MBDA is a world leading, global missile systems company. MBDA
currently has 45 missile system and countermeasure programmes in operational service and
has proven its ability as prime contractor to head major multi-national projects.
MBDA is jointly owned by BAE SYSTEMS (37.5%), EADS (37.5%) and FINMECCANICA
(25%).
LFK / MBDA Deutschland is the leading missile systems house in Germany with
approximately 1100 employees and an annual turnover of approximately €450 million. LFK’s
main programmes include the transatlantic Air Defence System MEADS, the stand-off cruise
missile system Taurus KEPD 350, PARS 3 LR, the main weapon system for the Tiger
helicopter, and the MILAN ADT-ER, the new generation version of the successful antitank
missile family.
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