Communiqué de Presse
Date : 18th February 2010

CLARIFICATION
Following yesterday’s discovery of a weighted Mistral model in the French commune
of Sainte-Thorette, MBDA would like to clarify certain points:
The object discovered was a weighted measuring device containing no pyrotechnic
material, no electronics, no means of propulsion and nothing of a classified nature.
In addition, the discovered equipment is almost 30 years old and corresponds to the
type of equipment used at that time by MATRA and its suppliers or aircraft platform
manufacturers to exchange certain technical data (dimensions, weight, interfaces and
environmental factors linked to the carrying platform).
This equipment has not been in use for several years. Neither is it at all representative
of current operational equipment. In fact, Mistral missiles were never manufactured nor
assembled in Bourges.
Investigations are currently underway to discover the most recent owner of this
equipment and to identify the reason for its presence in the Bourges area.
.
Notes to editors
With industrial facilities in four European countries and within the USA, MBDA has an
annual turnover of €2.7 billion and an order book of €11.9 billion. With more than 90
armed forces customers in the world, MBDA is a world leader in missiles and missile
systems.
MBDA is the only group capable of designing and producing missiles and missile
systems that correspond to the full range of current and future operational needs of the
three armed forces (land, sea and air). In total, the group offers a range of 45 missile
systems and countermeasures products already in operational service and more than
15 others currently in development.
MBDA is jointly held by BAE SYSTEMS (37,5%), EADS (37,5%) and FINMECCANICA
(25%).
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