
 

 

       
  

  

 

 
 

 Jacques Desclaux named  
Chief Executive Officer of Roxel 

 
 
 

Le Plessis Robinson, July 3, 2013 
 
Jacques Desclaux was named Chief Executive Officer of Roxel at the Board of Directors 
meeting held yesterday. He replaces David Quancard, who is moving to a new position 
within Safran. 

Jacques Desclaux, 57, graduated from the Ecole Centrale de Paris engineering school.  

He started his career with Alsthom-Atlantique, working on industrial turbomachinery, then 
joined Snecma in 1984, taking part in the development of the Vulcain cryogenic engine 
(which powers the main stage of Ariane 5) at the Vernon plant west of Paris. In 1993 he 
moved to Snecma Propulsion Solide in Bordeaux, where he was first head of the MPS 
program (solid rocket booster for Ariane 5), then head of the M51 program (solid propulsion 
systems for France's strategic ballistic missile). In 1999 he was named Vice President, 
Production and Engineering at G2P (joint venture between Snecma and SNPE).  
 
Jacques Desclaux moved to Snecma's Military Engine division in 2000 as director of 
operations for the M88, powerplant of the Dassault Aviation Rafale multirole fighter, leading 
to the engine's qualification. He joined Europrop International (EPI)* in October 2003 as Vice 
president, Programs and Operations, and was then named Executive Vice President, a 
position he held until the certification of the TP400. 
  
From February 2011 until this latest appointment, he was Chairman and CEO of PowerJet, 
the joint venture between Snecma (Safran, France) and NPO Saturn (Russia) in charge of 
the production and marketing of the SaM146 regional jet engine. 
 
 
 
 
* Europrop International (EPI) is the European consortium in charge of the design, development and production of the TP400 turboprop engine for the 
Airbus A400M military transport. Consortium members are ITP (Spain), MTU Aero Engines (Germany), Rolls-Royce (United Kingdom) and Snecma 
(France). 
 

* * * * * 
 

About Herakles (Safran)  

Herakles, a Safran company, designs, develops, produces and sells solid rocket motors, energetic materials and equipment, and thermostructural 

and organic composite materials for the defense, aerospace, automotive and manufacturing industries. Herakles provides products and services 

for a number of applications, including strategic and tactical missiles, launch vehicles, civil and military aircraft, automotive safety systems and 

tooling for manufacturers. 

 

About MBDA 

With a significant presence in five European countries and the United States, MBDA had revenues of €3 billion in 2012, and an order book 

standing at €9.8 billion at the end of the year. MBDA is one of the world's leading suppliers of missiles and missile systems , with more than 90 

armed forces customers worldwide. MBDA is the only company capable of designing and producing missiles and missile systems that meet the 

full range of current and future operational needs of all three service branches (army, navy, air force). MBDA now offers a range of 45 missile 

and countermeasure systems, already in service, with another 15 under development. MBDA is jointly owned by BAE Systems (37.5%), EADS 

(37.5%) and Finmeccanica (25%). 

 

About Roxel  

Roxel, the European leader in tactical propulsion, is an equally-owned subsidiary of MBDA and Herakles. Roxel designs, develops and 

manufactures all types of rocket motor used in tactical weapon systems and cruise missiles deployed worldwide. The company provides a 

complete range of propulsion solutions for all manufacturers of missiles, rockets and other tactical weapons, whether for new systems or to 

upgrade current systems. Roxel delivers world-class solutions based on state-of-the-art technologies for ramjets, hypervelocity and variable thrust 

motors, meeting user requirements for maneuverability, stealth and low vulnerability (insensitive munitions). Roxel is an Anglo-French Company 

with facilities in both England  and France. 
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