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SUCCESSFUL LAUNCHES OF TWO MBDA ASTER MISSILES FROM THE 
CAVOUR CARRIER 

 
MBDA announces two successful launches made on May 18th and 19th to 
demonstrate the effectiveness of its Aster missiles. Both launches were from the 
Italian Navy's Cavour carrier in the Poligono Interforze di Salto di Quirra (PISQ) and 
were made with the assistance of MBDA. 
 
The launches to test the effectiveness of the SAAM/IT system were carried out: one in 
“autonomous” (self-controlled) mode and the other in “integrated” mode, controlled by 
the combat system. The autonomous mode launch was intended to test the SAAM/IT 
system's ability to search, identify and intercept an attacking sea-skimmer missile as a 
direct threat to the ship herself. 
 
The purpose of the integrated trial was to demonstrate the combat management 
system's ability to target threats and to designate the SAAM/IT system to neutralise a 
threat similar to a sea-skimmer missile. 
In both trials, the threat was simulated using a MIRACH aerial target, configured as a 
missile. 
Both launches were entirely successful and the Aster missiles completed their tasks as 
required. 
 
Antoine Bouvier, CEO of MBDA, announced: “These successful launches are further 
proof of MBDA's technical capacities". 
Antonio Perfetti, Managing Director and CEO of MBDA Italia and Executive Group 
Director Sales & Business Development MBDA Group, pointed out: “The success of 
these launches demonstrates to all our domestic and export clients that the SAAM/IT 
system is now fully operational". 
 
Notes to editors  
 
With industrial facilities in four European countries and within the USA, in 2010 MBDA 
achieved a turnover of € 2.8 billion with an order book of € 10.8 billion. With more than 
90 armed forces customers in the world, MBDA is a world leader in missiles and 
missile systems. 
 
MBDA is the only group capable of designing and producing missiles and missile 
systems that correspond to the full range of current and future operational needs of the 
three armed forces (land, sea and air). In total, the group offers a range of 45 missile 
systems and countermeasures products already in operational service and more than 
15 others currently in development.  
 
MBDA is jointly held by BAE SYSTEMS (37,5%), EADS (37,5%) and FINMECCANICA 
(25%).  
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