
Press Release 
 

Page 1/1 

28/02/07 

ESTONIA SELECTS MISTRAL FOR ITS AIR DEFENCE 
 
 
28th February 2007, the Estonian Ministry of Defence has signed a contract valued at 
around €60 million with MBDA and SAAB AB for the supply of Mistral air defence 
missiles (MBDA) and associated Giraffe AMB radars (SAAB AB). 
 
The contract was won by the two-company consortium led by MBDA following a 
competition against Raytheon of the USA.  
 
This latest selection makes Estonia the ninth European country and the 27th in the 
world to be equipped with a Mistral weapon system. 
 
Jean-Pierre Talamoni, MBDA’s Commercial Director, said: “This contract is highly 
satisfying at several levels, firstly it confirms the superiority of Mistral over the current 
competition – from the USA and elsewhere, secondly it reinforces the inexorable move 
towards a Europe equipped by its own industry in meeting its defence needs. Finally, it 
is a privilege to have been selected by Estonia which, with this contract, is carrying out 
the most significant defence development in its history”. 
 
 
Notes to editors: 
 
With an annual turnover exceeding €3 billion, a forward order book of over €13 billion 
and over 70 customers worldwide, MBDA is a world leading, global missile systems 
company. MBDA currently has 45 missile system and countermeasure programmes in 
operational service and has proven its ability as prime contractor to head major multi-
national projects. 
  
MBDA is jointly owned by BAE SYSTEMS (37.5%), EADS (37.5%) and 
FINMECCANICA (25%). 
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