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01 July 2020

MBDA’s MMP missile selected to fulfill the European Beyond-Line-
Of-Sight battlefield engagement capability

MBDA is joining with 13 partners and subcontractors from 5 countries to develop a new capability

based on the MMP missile system that will be unique for mounted and dismounted forces.

LynkEUs, an MBDA coordinated project, has been selected by the European Commission as part of
the new European Defence Industrial Development Programme (EDIDP), following consultation with

Member States.

LynkEUs is the first technological and industrial contribution to the objectives of the Permanent
Structured Cooperation (PESCO) Beyond Line Of Sight (BLOS) capability project. The BLOS capability

project had been approved in November 2018 by the EU Defence Ministers.

The LynkEUs project is managed in close partnership with the French, Belgian and Cypriot armed
forces. The project seeks to define an initial operational concept for a European BLOS capability. It
will also provide an opportunity to identify and test emerging solutions of potential value for future

upgrades to the capability, and will be validated by a test campaign.

The concepts and tests completed for the PESCO BLOS project will contribute to the development of
a family of man-on-the loop BLOS missile systems with back image, based on the MMP medium

range missile, and under full control of Europe’s defence industry.

Eric Béranger, MBDA CEOQ, said: “LynkEUs is the first cooperative project in the missile systems field
leveraging on the new EU defence instruments, and the first EU defence R&D project to be
coordinated by MBDA. It demonstrates our eagerness to cooperate to an ever-greater extent in
Europe and to expand our circle of industrial and technological partnerships, particularly with
innovative SMEs and European research centres. It also demonstrate our commitment to serve

European strategic autonomy and technological sovereignty ambitions.”
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MBDA and its 10 partners - from Belgium: The Royal Military Academy, John Cockerill Defense, FN
Herstal, Thales Belgium, and Xenics; from Cyprus: Aditess, Cyprus Institute, and SignalGenerix; from
France: Novadem and Safran; along with the 3 subcontractors: MILREM (from Estonia), DELAIR (from
France), and Carmenta (from Sweden) - are now entering the negotiation phase of the grant

agreement with the Commission.

This first success at the European level paves the way for further collaborative projects, that will
consolidate a European BLOS capability by developing associated functions such as training systems
and cooperative engagement. These new projects could be eligible for the future European Defence

Fund as early as 2021.

Notes to editors:

The European Defence Industrial Development Programme (EDIDP) has €500m in funding for 2019
and 2020 to support collaborative European defence R&D projects during the transition period

leading up to the European Defence Fund being established.

Since 2018, land combat has been recognised as a European capability development priority. In this
context, the inclusion of the BLOS project as a PESCO capability priority, followed by the selection of
the LynkEUs industrial project, will benefit from the powerful levers offered by the EU's new defence

initiatives to foster the development of a coherent and autonomous European approach.

This European approach offers concrete prospects for cooperation at the operational and
technological levels, enabling the member states that support it to define a European doctrine, and
allowing their industries to benefit from the economic returns, all in line with the objectives of

greater European strategic autonomy and industrial competitiveness.
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MBDA is the only European group capable of designing and producing missiles and missile systems
that correspond to the full range of current and future operational needs of the three armed forces

(land, sea and air).

With a significant presence in five European countries and within the USA, in 2019 MBDA achieved
revenue of 3.7 billion euros with an order book of 17.5 billion euros. In total, the group offers a range
of 45 missile systems and countermeasures products already in operational service and more than 15

others currently in development.

MBDA is jointly owned by Airbus (37.5%), BAE Systems (37.5%), and Leonardo (25%).
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