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MBDA's Mistral 3 missile scores a double success
On 6 November, MBDA demonstrated the increased capabilities of the Mistral 3 missile by
successfully intercepting a moving target at a range of over seven kilometres.
The demonstration firing was carried out on a small MIRACH 40 target, from a complete installation
including a Saab Giraffe 1-X radar system, a LICORNE command and control unit, and an ATLAS-RC
launcher.
The Mistral 3 missile, currently in service with the French forces, is an air defence missile equipped
with an infrared imaging seeker and advanced image processing capabilities. This allows it to engage
low thermal signature targets such as: UAVs, turbojet-powered missiles and fast craft at long range,
while offering excellent resistance to countermeasures.
Representatives of 15 foreign delegations present for the firing also took part in workshops designed
to demonstrate the capabilities of the MISTRAL system in an anti-drone role. This was done against a
real target in flight, typical of the small UAVs that embody one of today’s key threats. Several
LICORNE systems using different configurations of sensors (SAAB 1-X radar, IR monitoring, remotely
operated cameras) and launchers (ATLAS RC and MANPAD) were deployed at the site to illustrate the
overall performance of the system against UAVs, and the ability of the missile to lock on to this type
of target.
“At MBDA, we are well aware of technological developments and the emergence of new threats to
which we need to adapt,” said MBDA CEO Éric Béranger. “For an optimal response to our customers’
needs, we offer complete, integrated solutions, compatible with many legacy systems, to provide
them with critical military capabilities that will enable them to safeguard their sovereignty. Whether
facing yesterday’s, today’s or tomorrow’s threats, we have appropriate answers for every challenge.”

www.mbda-systems.com

Notes to editors:
The Mistral 3 is an extremely reliable fire-and-forget air defence missile, with a success rate of nearly
95%. Equipped with an infrared imaging seeker and advanced image processing capabilities, the
Mistral offers excellent countermeasure resistance and can engage low thermal signature targets
such as UAVs and turbojet-powered missiles at long range, in addition to the usual combat aircraft
and helicopter targets.
The Atlas-RC is a launcher with an automated turret, carrying two ready-to-fire Mistrals and
controlled from the cabin of the vehicle. It is equipped with day/night sensors for fire control and
tracking.
LICORNE is a command and control unit, developed from a set of software components that have
since been proven on MBDA's Mistral and VL MICA air defence systems. It can coordinate the fire of
8 Atlas-RC systems and connect them to higher-level command systems, including via advanced links
such as Link 16 or satellite links. With its ability to use radar or optronic sensors, LICORNE ensures
that the Atlas-RC launcher has sufficient advanced warning to make full use of the Mistral’s fire
envelope.
MBDA is the only European group capable of designing and producing missiles and missile systems
that correspond to the full range of current and future operational needs of the three armed forces
(land, sea and air).
With a significant presence in five European countries and within the USA, in 2018 MBDA achieved
revenue of 3.2 billion euros with an order book of 17.4 billion euros. With more than 90 armed forces
customers in the world, MBDA is a world leader in missiles and missile systems. In total, the group
offers a range of 45 missile systems and countermeasures products already in operational service
and more than 15 others currently in development.
MBDA is jointly owned by Airbus (37.5%), BAE Systems (37.5%) and Leonardo (25%).
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